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First Things First 

*Pray for the Holy Spirit to be working through your discussion to further transform you into the  

  likeness of Christ.  

*Read Mark 10:17-31 together.  

*Decide ahead of time which question(s) to skip, if necessary, in order to allow time for question number 7. 

Getting Started 

1. When we think about people who are wealthy, money or possessions usually comes to mind.  What 

other forms of wealth do people have that can hinder them from entering the kingdom of God?  

2. Immediately preceding the passage about the rich young ruler, Jesus says whoever does not receive 

the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.  What does it mean to enter the kingdom like a child?  

Back to the Bible  

3. Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God.  When the rich young man addressed Jesus as “Good teacher,” 

why did Jesus say, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone”?  Does this trouble you? 

4. After Jesus clarifies that God alone is good, He perceives that the rich young man knows God’s law and 

says, “You know the commandments . . .” and then waited for the young man’s response.  Why do you 

think Jesus did not answer the question directly the first time?  Why didn’t Jesus just say right away, 

“One thing you lack: go and sell all your possessions and give to the poor?”   In other words, what is the 

significance of Jesus not pointing out this man’s idolatry right away?   

5. Reflect on Jesus’ words in Mark 8:34 and Paul’s words in Philippians 3:7-9. What is the relationship 

between these two verses and Jesus’ command to the rich young man to sell everything? In all three 

cases, what is the cost and what is the reward? 

Taking it to Heart 

6. What is God calling you to sell in order to follow Him?  This question is not limited to material 

possessions.  In other words, what worldly treasures or pleasures or dreams (or even comforts and 

securities) is God calling you to lose for His sake?  Or, what things have you surrendered in the past? 

7. Seeing as we live in a very prosperous culture, it is important to be able to know when a legitimate 

pleasure is crossing the line to becoming an idol.  The difference can be subtle and very difficult to 

recognize.  The following list (adapted from John Piper’s blog) is 10 ways to discern if something in our 

life is becoming an idol.
1
  Read these together as a group.  Which one or two is most helpful to you? 

 

1. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is forbidden by God. For example, adultery and 

fornication and stealing and lying are forbidden by God. Some people feel that these are 

pleasurable, or else we would not do them. No one sins out of duty. But such pleasure is a sign of 

idolatry. 
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 For the full list, go to: http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/discerning-idolatry-in-desire 



2. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is disproportionate to the worth of what is desired. 

Great desire for non-great things is a sign that we are beginning to make those things idols. 

3. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is not permeated with gratitude. When our enjoyment 

of something tends to make us not think of God, it is moving toward idolatry. But if the enjoyment 

gives rise to the feeling of gratefulness to God, we are being protected from idolatry. The grateful 

feeling that we don’t deserve this gift or this enjoyment, but have it freely from God’s grace, is 

evidence that idolatry is being checked. 

4. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it does not see in God’s gift that God himself is more to be 

desired than the gift. If the gift is not awakening a sense that God, the Giver, is better than the gift, 

it is becoming an idol. 

5. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is starting to feel like a right, and our delight is 

becoming a demand. It may be that the delight is right. It may be that another person ought to give 

you this delight. It may be right to tell them this. But when this rises to the level of demands, 

idolatry is rising. 

6. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it draws us away from our duties. When we find ourselves 

spending time pursuing an enjoyment, knowing that other things, or people, should be getting our 

attention, we are moving into idolatry. 

7. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it awakens a sense of pride that we can experience this 

delight while others can’t. This is especially true of delights in religious things, like prayer and Bible 

reading and ministry. It is wonderful to enjoy holy things. It is idolatrous to feel proud that we can. 

8. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is oblivious or callous to the needs and desires of 

others. Holy enjoyment is aware of others’ needs and may temporarily leave a good pleasure to 

help another person have it. One might leave private prayer to be the answer to someone else’s. 

9. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it does not desire that Christ be magnified as supremely 

desirable through the enjoyment. Enjoying anything but Christ (like his good gifts) runs the 

inevitable risk of magnifying the gift over the Giver. One evidence that idolatry is not happening is 

the earnest desire that this not happen. 

10. Enjoyment is becoming idolatrous when it is not working a deeper capacity for holy delight. We 

are sinners still. It is idolatrous to be content with sin. So we desire transformation. Some 

enjoyments shrink our capacities of holy joy. Others enlarge them. Some go either way, depending 

on how we think about them. When we don’t care if an enjoyment is making us more holy, we are 

moving into idolatry. 

 

8. How can we grow in our desire to treasure Christ more, lose our life more, count everything as loss 

more, gladly pick up our cross more, and ultimately, live for the glory of God more and more? 
 

Taking it to Life 

9. What “impossible” thing(s) would you like to see God do in your heart in the process of sanctification 

in the comings weeks and months?  What struggles would you like to see God change in your life?  

(Pray about these things privately, if you do not feel comfortable sharing them with the whole group.) 

 



10. Jesus said to Peter in verses 29-30 that no one who has left houses or lands or family for His sake will 

fail to receive a hundred times more in this life, along with persecutions, and then, eternal life.  These 

are amazing promises.  Do you truly believe them?  If not, why not?   

 

If yes, are you satisfied that your current life choices are reflecting your faith in these promises?  If not, 

why not?  What might you change in the future to truly live out your faith in these promises of reward? 

 

Prayer Points 

  *As you pray, remember that apart from Christ we can do nothing, but with Him all things are possible!
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 Bearing One Another’s Burdens:  

� Share some ways that you can pray for each other regarding the challenges and blessings of daily life 

that you are currently experiencing. 

� Specifically pray that God would shape a heart of servant hood in the members of your Life Group. 

TEFC Family Life: 

� Continue to praise God for bringing Nick and Jessica Wilson’s family to us. Pray for a fruitful transition 

into their new ministry role.  

� Continue to pray for the neighborhoods surrounding Eastwood Park who received Bibles & gospel 

materials. 

� Pray for God’s unique provision for our building expansion. 

Missions: 

� Pray for wisdom in finding practical ways to serve our community that will open doors for the gospel. 

� Pray for Anchor Point church to be strengthened in their ministry of the gospel. 

� Pray for persecuted believers around the world to experience God’s provision, care, and boldness in the 

Word.  
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